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Boston's Financial District
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Huzzah!
What is one of Boston's most interestin g Freedom Trail jaunts is also one of its most merry. Brooke Barbier's
Ye Olde Tavern Tours occupies an afternoon loaded with offbeat (a nd accurate, as Barbier earned a PhD in
American history) facts about the pre-Revolutionary era paired w ith loca l craft beer. Stop by 10 landmarks
and three fabled taverns, w here pints of John Durgin Ale fuel conversation that covers public w hippings,
cross-dressing soldiers and Samuel Adams' personal hygiene.
Tu-Su at 2 pm. $50. For tickets, call 617.371.7305 or visit www.yeoldetaverntours.com.

New England Destinations
MARTHA'S VINEYARD-J ust 45 minutes by ferry
from the mainland, the Vineyard, as locals cal l it,
comprises six lively towns, Oak Bluffs, Chilmark and
Aquinnah among them. The Vineyard is a popular
vacation destination of both well-heeled regulars
and tourists looking to explore unique stores, art
galleries, antiques shops, spas, and unspoiled
beaches. www.mvy.com. Martha's Vineyard Chamber of Commerce, 508.693.0085. Map 1, F4

But, Salem's heritage also extends to the literary
and is steeped in maritime trade. Located by Massachusetts Bay, town is ideal for walking; take in the
marina, a world-class museum, have you r fortune
told, visit eclectic shops or dine at a waterfront restaurant. Fifteen mi les north of Boston. www.salem.
org. Salem, 877.725.3662. Map 1, E1

Tourist Information Centers

NANTUCKET ISLAND-Once a booming whaling
port, Nantucket retains much of its 17th-century
architecture and offers the rustic airs of a seaside
village with cottages and old-fash ioned lamps
still lining its winding thoroughfares. Officia lly, Nantucket is a National Historic District, offering many
museums and historic sites, and while 40 percent of
the island is protected conservation land, there is
still plenty of room for a robust dining scene . www.
nantucketchamber.org., 508.228.1700. State G4

BOSTON HARBOR ISLANDS PAVILION-This openair visitor center set on the Hub's waterfront is
your link to the Boston Harbor Islands. National
Park ran gers can answer questions about the 34
pristine islands, help plan trips and offer access
to hundreds of free activities. You can also buy
ferry tickets, schedu les, maps, travel essentials
and souvenirs. Open May 10-June 19 daily 9 am-5
pm, June 20-Sept. 1 M-Th 8:30 am-5 pm, F-Su 8:30
am-6 pm. www.bostonharborislands.org/mainlandpavilion. Rose Kennedy Greenway at Long Wharf,
617.223.8666. Map 5, 13

SALEM- Salem is called the "Witch City" because
of the infamous Salem Witch Trials of 1692, and
kitschy, witch-themed attractions do cast a spell.

GREATER BOSTON CONVENTION & VISITORS
BUREAU-The GBCVB has two locations stocked
with visitor guides, maps, and brochures from loca l
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businesses and more. Open daily 9 am-5 pm. www.
bostonusa.com. Boston Common Visitor Information Center, 139 Tremont St. Map 5, G4; Prudential
Center Visitor Information Desk, 800 Boylston
St. Map 5, E4
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VISITOR CENTER-This
high-tech National Park Service Visitor Center
serves as the launching pad for the Boston
National Historical Park and the Boston African
American National Historic Site. Check out interactive exhibits, a bookstore and select local vendors;
it's also the launching pad for guided tours of the
Freedom Trail and the Black Heritage Trail. Open
daily 9 am-6 pm. www.nps.gov/bost. Faneuil Hal l,
617.242.5642. Map 5, H3

Tours
BITES OF BOSTON FOOD TOURS-Eat your way
through the South End on this three-hour walking tour that is guaranteed to give you a tasty
perspective on the historic neighborhood. Visit six
restaurants, markets and shops of varying culinary
styles and learn some history about the neighborhood. Departs April 2-Nov. 23, W -Th and Sa-Su at

HOW DOES NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM ensure that the 2,000 inhabitants of the 225,000-gallon Giant Ocean tank survive?They feed the sea dwellers often and the predators first.
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